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Thanks to QuartAumentata and Mare Nostrum Elements 
 

An original artistic marriage between the Mediterranean and the United States  
by Stefania Parrone 

 

An original artistic project of international flavor, woven with the threads of Dance, 
Theater and World Music, took its first steps in Locri. The project, which will debut 
overseas, and will be followed by performances in Italy, is sure to be a success. The piece 
is a new version of Mediterranean Voices, a multiethnic performance that unites the 
Mediterranean and the States with an artistic bridge influenced by both shores. Leading 
characters of the event will be the well-respected ethno-pop group QuartAumentata from 
Locri (Massimo Cusato, Salvatore Gullace, Giuseppe Platani and Paolo Sofia) and the 
company Mare Nostrum Elements from New York founded by Calabrian dancer and 
choreographer (native of Roccella Jonica) Nicola Iervasi and American actor/director 
Kevin Albert. “It’s a multidisciplinary project loosely inspired by the novels of Verismo 
master Giovanni Verga. It narrates the stories of different characters living in an 
imaginary town on the Mediterranean shores”, explains Nicola Iervasi, who already in 
2001 created Mediterranean Voices in collaboration with the Music Department of the 
New York University. On the occasion of the 10th anniversary of the show and the 
company, of which he’s the artistic director, Iervasi decided to embark on a bold venture 
to say the least. This is the reason for his recent trip to his native Locride region to begin 
collaboration with QuartAumentata. The group is committed to revitalize the traditional 
local vernacular, musically embellishing it with melodies, sounds and rhythms that 
characterize contemporary World Music. The band from Locri not only will contribute to 
the new soundtrack of the show, but will also be on stage with the company of Iervasi and 
Albert on opening night and for the following performances scheduled for October-
November 2012 at the renowned “La MaMa” theater in New York, and afterwards in 
Italy. Two other talented artists from Calabria living in New York will be part of the 
show: Antonio Pio Fini and Caterina Rago, co-artistic directors of the Caterina Ogar 
Dance Company.  
Present at the first music rehearsals that took place in Locri, were director Kevin Albert, 
composer and musical director John T. LaBarbera and violinist Susan Aquila. “The 
collaboration with QuartAumentata”, said Nicola Iervasi, “is an honor and a challenge. 
Their musicality perfectly expresses the spirit of the show we are preparing. Moreover, the 
idea to present a project as particular as Mediterranean Voices on two separate continents 
with the same cast of musicians is possible only with a group of expert and versatile artists 
as they are”. The members of QuartAumentata were also very enthusiastic abut this new 
experience: “Besides our music, dance and theater will now speak the same Mediterranean 
language in the United States, to which our grandparents, with a lot of sacrifice, trusted 
their destiny”. 


